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Category: Reading

Title: Primary Attitude Reading Index

Author: Annelle Powell

Age Range: Primary

Description of the Instrument:

Purpose - to measure changes in attitudes toward reading for pleasure

of groups of students in grades one to three.

Date of Construction - 1971

Physical Description - This instrument consists of 32 items stated in

"story" form. Each item is stated on a single page of the

student's booklet which is color coded rather than numbered.

Following each statement in the booklet are three faces

representing happy, indifferent, and unhappy reactions. The

items are read to the group by the administrator and the

students are instructed to "Circle the face that shows how

you feel." A sample item is:

You are sitting at home.

You are thinking about what to do.

You take out a book to read.

Circle the face which shows how you feel.

About thirty minutes are required for the administration of

the Index.

Validity, Reliability and Normative Data:

The Index was first administered in August 1971 to students in Stanford

and Greenwich who had been in the first, second, and third grades the previous



year. The revised Index was administered to 82 subjects - 24 first graders,

to

26 second graders, and 32 third graders - in Jefferson, Georgia during the

fifth week of the 1971-72 school term.

In order to establish content validity, the items were initially submitted

to professors of children's literature and'reading. Suggestions made by these

professors were considered and revisions were made. In the 1971 administration,

an item analysis was performed on the 57 items and thirty-two having high

discriminating power were retained. An item analysis on the 1971-72 admin-

istration showed that twenty-six items had indices of discrirAination above

.40. The other six had indices below .40 but not low enough to be rejected.

Reliability for the revised Index was determined by the split-halves

method for each grade level. The reliability coefficient was .85, which

increased to .92 when the Spearman-Brown Prophesy Formula was applied.
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(Read aloud the following to the class.)

I want to find out what you think about reading for fun. You can help me

by listening to what I read and then making circles to show how you feel about

what I have read. (Draw three faces on chalkboard -- one smiling, one plain.

and one frowning.),

Here are three faces: a happy face, a plain face, and an unhappy face. If

someone gave you a piece of candy, which face show how you would feel? Yes,

(pointing) the happy face shows how you would feel.

If someone hurt your feelings, which face shows how you would feel? Yes,

(pointing) the unhappy face shows how you would feel.

If someone gave you a cat, which face shows how you would feel? Well, if

you like cats, (pointing) this face shows how you would feel. If you do not

like cats, (pointing) this face shows how you would feel. But if you are not

sure, the plain face (pcointing) shows how you would feel.

Now, I am going to give out some papers. (The administrator should keep one

copy of the answer sheets to illustrate which page is i:eing used for each item.),

Write your name on the line on the top page. (The Data Sheet should be

filled in by either the teacher or administrator.)

Now turn to the next page, the green sheet. I will read the story twice.

If you want me to read it again, I will do so. Follow the pictures as I tell

the atoll.

1. You are playing

Someone takes away your toy.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read the second time.)

Be sure that you circle only one face.

Did everyone circle the unhappy face?

(Discuss and clatify, if necessary.)



2. Now turn to the yellow page.

You are playing outside with a friend.

Your mother calls you in to lunch.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

Which face shows how you feel? Be sure that you circle only one face. There are

no wrong answers to this story. The face that shows how you feel is the face that

is right for you. The face you circled will he the right face for you.

3. Now turn to the blue page. When I read the story, you will circle your face,

but we will not talk about it afterwards: Just circle the face that shows how

you feel. Be sure that yo circle only one face.

You are sitting at home.

You are thinking about what to do.

You take out a book to read.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

4. Now turn to the pink page.

There's a lot more time left in reading class.

The teacher says that you may do more pages in your reading workbook.

Circle the face that shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

5. Now turn to the orange page.

You have time to read before you go to sleep.

You choose F. book to read or look at.

Circle the face that shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

6. Now turn to the green sheet.

You are playing outside.

You go in the house to read or look at a book.

Circle the face that shows how you feel. (Read twice.)



7. Now turn to the yellow sheet.

The school library has just got a lot of new books.

Circle the face that shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

8. Now turn to the blue sheet.

Your father is reading the newspaper.

He lets you look at sonic of it.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

9. Now turn to the pink sheet.

Your teacher is reading a poem to the class.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

10. Now turn to the orange sheet.

Tomorrow, the class will have more time for reading.

You will do more work in the reading workbook.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

I1. Now turn to the green sheet.

You have books to read at home.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

12. Now turn to the yellow sheet.

You have heard or read a story.

You draw a picture about that story.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read 'twice.)



13. Now turn to the blue sheet.

Your class is having sharing time.

You tell about a book you have read or heard read aloud.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

14. Now turn to the pink sheet.

You are plying "make believe."

You make believe you are someone from a story you have read or heard read aloud.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

15. Now turn to the orange sheet.

You are at home having dinner.

Your parents ask you if you have read or heard a good story.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

16. Now turn to the green sheet.

You have written a story about yourself.

The teacher lets you read it to the class.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

17. Now turn to the yellow sheet.

You're going to the school library to hear a story.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

18. Now turn to the blue sheet.

There's a lot more time kit in reading class.

The teacher says that you can read more in your reading book.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)
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19. Now turn to the pink sheet.

You can either listen to someone read a story or see the story on television.

You listen to someone read the story.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

20. Now turn to the orange sheet.

Your mother goes shopping.

She buys you a book.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

21. Now turn to the green sheet.

You and your friends are going to do something together.
t

You decide to look at a book.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

22. Now turn to the yellow sheet.

The class is doing arithmetic (mathematics).

It is time to listen to a story.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

23. Now turn to the blue sheet.

Tomorrow, the class will have more time for reading.

You will be able to look at any books in the room.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

24. Now turn to the pink sheet.

You are eating breakfast.

You read the cereal box.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)
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25. Now turn to the orange sheet.

You have learned a poem.

You say it to the class.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

26. Now turn to the green sheet.

Tomorrow, the class will have more time for reading.

You will read more in your reading book.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

27. Now turn to the yellow sheet.

You see some of your friends.

You tell them about a book you have read or heard read aloud.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

28. Now turn to the blue sheet.

You are looking at a magazine.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

29. Now turn to the pink sheet.

You are looking at pictures in a catalogue.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

30. Now turn to the orange sheet.

You have grown up.

You read a lot.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)



31. Now turn to the green sheet.

You are going to the public library.

Someone reads a story.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

32. Now turn to the yellow sheet.

You have time to do what you want to do.

You make up a poem.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

33. Now turn to the blue sheet.

Your class is doing reading and arithmetic (mathematics).

You are doing your reading.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

34. Now turn to the pink sheet.

You are trying to make a rhyme.

Circle the face which shows how you feel. (Read twice.)

Now I will collect the booklets.

(Collect the booklets.)





You are playing.
Someone takes away your toy.
Circle the face which shows how you fol.

You are playing outside with a friend.
Your mother calls you in to lunch.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

2



You are sitting at home.
You are thinking about what to do.

You take out a book to read.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

There's a lot more time left in reading class.
The teacher says that you may do more pages in your

reading workbook.
Circle the face which show, how you feel.



You have time to read before you go to sleep.
You choose a book to read or look at.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

You are playing outside.
You go in the house to read or look at a book.

Circle the face which shows how you feel.
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The school library has just got a lot of new books.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

Your father is reading the newspaper.
He lets you look at some of it.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.
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Your teacher is reading a poem to the class.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

Tomorrow the class will have more time for reading.
You will do more work In the reading workbook.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

0
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You have books to read at home.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

11

You have heard or read a story.
You draw a picture about that story.

Circle the face which shows how you feel.
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Your class is having sharing time.
You tell about a book you have read or heard read aloud.

Circle the face which shows how you feel.

13

You are playing "make believe."
You make believe you are someone from a story you have

read or heard read aloud.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

14



You are at home having dinner.
Your parents ask you If you have read or heard a good story.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

You have written a story about yourself.
The teacher lets you read it to the class.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

)
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You're going to the school library to hear a story.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

Moseammis

There's a lot more time left in reading class.

The teacher says that you can read more in ycur reading book.

Circle the face which shows how you feel.
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You can either listen to someone read a story or see
the story on television.

You listen to someone read the story.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

Your mother goes shopping.
She buys you a book.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

19
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You and your friends are going to do something together.
You decide to look at a hook.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

21

The class is doing arithmetic (mathematics).
It is time to listen to a story.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.
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Tomorrow the class will have more time for reading.
You will be able to look at any books in the room.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

You are eating breakfast.
You read the cereal box.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.
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You have learned a poem.
You say it to the class.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

--".-

-...._

Tomorrow the class will have more time for reading.

You will read more in your reading book.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

25
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You see some of your friends.
You tell them about a book you have read or heard read aloud.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

27

You are looking at a magazine.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.
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You are looking at pictures in a catalogue.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

You have grown up.
You read a lot.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

29
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You are going to the public
Someone reads a story.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

You have time to do what you want to do.
You make up a poem.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

31
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Your class is doing reading and arithmetic (mathematics).
You are doing your reading.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

You are trying to make a rhyme.
Circle the face which shows how you feel.

34


